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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 03120 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: MOPS, CD, FR 

SUBJ: DOWNING OF CHADIAN AIR FORCE PLANE 

REFS: A. NDJAMENA 386. B. NDJAMENA 392. 

1 . THE DOWNING OF TWO CHAD AIR FORCE PLANES PILOTED 
BY FRENCH CREWS MADE THE AFTERNOON PAPERS JANUARY 3 1 
AND WAS FRONT-PAGED MOST PAPERS FEBRUARY 1. THE 
SLANT GIVEN TO THE STORY DEPENDED UPON THE POLITICS 
OF THE PAPER: COMMUNIST "HUMANITE" HEADLINED: "DEATH 
IN CHAD: THE PRICE OF PERSISTENT FRENCH MILITARY 
INTERVENTION IN AFRICA." SOCIALIST "LE MATIN" HEAD- 
LINED ITS STORY: "CHAD: FRANCE IN A NEW AFRICAN 
TRAP." THE LE MATIN STORY WAS, HOWEVER, FAIRLY 
STRAIGHTFORWARD, EDITORIALIZING ONLY TO THE EXTENT 
OF SAYIRG THAT THE GOF IS ONCE AGAIN CONFRONTED WITH 
THE CONSEQUENCES OF ITS AFRICAN POLICY. INDEPENDENT 
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RIGHT WING PAPERS CARRIED THE STORY STRAIGHT WITH 
CONSIDERABLE BACKGROUND TO FRANCE’S INVOLVEMENT IN 
CHAD. 

2. DURING A FEBRUARY 1 MEETING WE ASKED THE QUAI 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR NORTH AFRICA, TRISTAN D'ALBIS, 

WHETHER THE DOWNING OF THE TWO PLANES WOULD HAVE 
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SIGNIFICANCE FOR FRENCH POLICY TOWARDS CHAD, COMING 
AS IT DOES IN THIS SENSITIVE PRE-ELECTION PERIOD. 

HE SAID THAT THE OPPOSITION WOULD ATTEMPT TO EXPLOIT 
THE ISSUE BUT WOULD SOON LET IT DROP BECAUSE THE 
FRENCH ELECTORATE IS NOT NORMALLY AND WILL NOT BE AT 
THIS TIME SWAYED BY FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES OF LESS 
THAN MAIOR IMPORTANCE. THE DOWNINGS WILL NOT IN ANY 
CASE CAUSE ANY IMMEDIATE CHANGE IN GENERAL FRENCH 
POLICY TOWARDS CHAD. THE EVENT WILL, HOWEVER, WEIGH 
ON THE ALREADY POOR AND RECENTLY DETERIORATING FRENCH 
RELATIONS WITH LIBYA, MAKING MORE PAINFUL AND DIFFI- 
CULT THE FRENCH POLICY OF ATTEMPTING TO KEEP BRIDGES 
OPEN TO THE QADHAFI REGIME. 

HARTMAN 
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